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The following table shows the increase in
population of the continents, roundly in mil-
lions for slightly more than a century:
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About nine-tenths of the people who com-
prise the estimated 2,136,767,000 in the world
are within the jurisdiction of twelve princi-
pal governments. The World War's toll of
life, directly and indirectly, checked the an-
nual increase in population, which in close to
two decades has not fully returned to normal.
It is estimated that the lives of 33,000,000
people were sacrificed in the war from death
on battlefields, wounds which later proved
fatal or destroyed all usefulness, and from
extreme privation resulting from war's trag-
edies.
For the fifty years before the war normal
growth was practically unimpeded. The
United States increased in population 190
per cent; Russia (in Europe), 90 per cent;
Germany, 62 per cent; England, 59 per cent;
Austria-Hungary (dismembered in 1919), 50
per cent; France, only 10 per cent.
It must not be overlooked that statistics
from some parts of the world are but the re-
sult of keenest possible observation, in the
absence of a census. There are wide dis-
crepancies. For example, a Harvard profes-
sor declares that 150,000 people are born
every day, and 100,000 die. His figures are
about 11,000,000 below the League of Na-
tions7 estimate of yearly population gains,
as noted above.
Sex. From enumeration of about one-half
the population of the world for the purpose
of determining the relative proportion of the
sexes, it appears that about 50.3 per cent are
male and 49.7 per cent female, Europe, how-
ever, forms an exception. On that continent
before the World War 50.6 per cent of the
population were females and 49.4 per cent
males, and the war increased this difference.
Growth of Cities. Another marked change
in population during the nineteenth century
was the massing of people in cities in all
civilized countries. But nowhere is this
shown more strongly than in the United
States, especially since the completion of its
first century as an independent nation. In
 1SSO, 14,772,432 (29.5 per cent) of the pop-
ulation resided in cities of 2,500 or more
inhabitants. In 1910 urban population had in-
creased to 42,623,283 (46.3 per cent). In 1930
the urban population was 63,954,823 (56.2
per cent). This tendency is largely due to
growth of manufacturing in cities. See city.
Vital Statistics. That branch of statistics
which deals with the growth and changes in
population is called vital statistics. It derives
its facts from two sources, the census and reg-
istration. Censuses are taken periodically
(see census), and they give the population
at a specified date. Registrations include
births, deaths and marriages. The results ob-
tained from studying vital statistics are called
rates. The rate is determined by studying
the registration of a definite group of people
hi a given locality for a given time. The num-
ber of people in the group is usually 1,000
and the time one year. The number of deaths
in such a group would be the death rate of the
group. But usually in determining these
rates the entire population of a city or state
is considered. Rates obtained from such
comparisons are known as general rates, as
the general death rate and birth rate for the
state of Ohio. The accuracy of the rate de-
pends upon the completeness of the registra-
tion, and in this respect European countries
are far in advance of the United States. See
mortality, law of.
Interesting Pacts. A study of the death
rate of different countries reveals interesting
facts. Among all the large nations, the gen-
eral death rate is highest in Russia, where it
is 31.2 per thousand. The sections having
the lowest rate have been Australia, Great
Britain, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Holland
and some of the states of the United States.
The rate is highest during the first year, and
after the 80th year. The death rate of male
children in England under normal condi-
tions during the first year, for example, is
161. The lowest death rate for each sex is
reached in the ages 11 to 13. In general,
the death rate among females is lower than
among males.
The birth rate is usually high where the
death rate is high, though some countries hav-
ing a high birth rate have a low death rate.
The birth rate in America and Australia has
decreased since 1880. There are not sufficient
data to enable statisticians to determine
whether or not the birth rate in the United
States is high enough to enable the native

